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Introduction 
Kalidasa a classical Sanskrit poet who is one 
of the greatest poet and a playwright. The 

time, named their son Kalidasa, as he was born 
by the grace of Kali whom they worshipped 
with devotion.
He lived most of his life in Ujjain since he has 
mentioned it in his book Meghadoota. 
Unfortunately his tame is not known properly. 
Many of the historians believe that he lived 
between 56 B.C to 450 A.D. 



He is an extraordinary poet who has composed 
more than 40 works. Among them there are 7 
books which are acknowledged by the critics. 
He has written 3 dramas, 2 Maha kavyas and 2 
Khanda kavya. 
Three dramas           1.Malavikagnimitram

2. Vikramorvasiyam
3.Abhijnana Shakuntalam

Two Mahakavyas 1. Raghuvamsam
2. Kumarasambhavam

Two Khandakavyas 1. Meghadutam
2. Rtusamharam



Raghuvamsham
Raghuvamsha a mahakavya written by Kalidasa consists of 19 
cantos which describes about the lives of 8 kings namely 
Dilipa, Raghu, Aja, Dasharatha, Sri Rama, Kusa, Atithi, and 
Agnivarna are described in detail and another twenty one kings 
are just briefly enumerated in one canto.
The story of Sri Rama is narrated in full and it occupies the 
central part of the poem. 

In Canto 1, Kalidasa offers his salutations to Parvati-
Parameshwar and expresses his humility  and respect towards 
the early writers who made a path to him to write about this 
epic. has described beautifully about the virtues of the kings of 
the solar dynasty and the rule of King Dilipa is written. 
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Governance of King Dilipa
The royal line of the Raghus originated from the 
sun. In this pure royal bloodline an eminent 
king called Dilipa was born just like the way 
moon was born from churning the milky ocean.
He possessed broad chest and raised shoulders 
which resembled the bull and he was tall like a 
sala tree and endowed with muscular arms. His 
well built body was capable of discharging the 
duties as a king. His wisdom, education and 
businesses were all great in proportion to his 
splendid personality



He made offerings to the fire according the 
prescribed rules. He was a pious king who 
performed sacrifices to please the gods who in 
return made the crops grow well by giving 
timely rains. During his rule the people 
followed the path of righteousness.



Dilipa only accumulated wealth so that he 
could give it for charity, he spoke whatever was 
needed to be told. He was not gluttonous. He 
only collected taxes so that he could spend on 
the welfare of the people. He was feared by the 
immoral and loved by the good.



The army was a mere decorative ornament for 
him because he never depended on them to 
gain his target instead he relied on his own 
strength and wisdom. His means of achieving
his objects were only two (things) an 
intelligence not foiled in sciences and the string 
applied to his bow.



He was modest in spite of knowledge, 
forbearance despite power, and the 
absence of boasting in the presence of
munificence, thus his virtues, being 
associated with virtues (of
opposite nature) appeared to be born of the 
same source. 



He looked after the education, protection and 
maintenance of his subjects and hence they 
looked at him as a fatherly figure. 
His sense of duty, self control, fearlessness, 
tolerance, and learning existed in him like 
brothers. 



There were no natural calamities which 
affected his kingdom and people need not had 
to fear about the robbers or thieves since they 
never existed. He was not attracted by worldly 
pleasures. He  had mastered all branches of 
learning and who took delight in righteous 
pursuits.



He used to appreciate good people although 
they are an enemy. To him it was like a 
medicine to the sick. He used to discard wicked 
people who acted friendly like a finger bitten 
snake.



Lord Brahman created him with all the five 
elements of the earth. All his qualities only did 
good to others. He ruled the earth like it was a 
single city. He was impartial and his virtues only 
benefitted others.



THANK YOU


