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TRIUMPHAMT: Sri Bhagawan Mahaveer lain College players with the winners' trophy at the Dr Isaac Abraham
memarial hockey tounament in Bangalore on Wednesday. SBMIC defeated Al-Ameen PU College 3-1 inthe final

Naeem gets set for bigger roles

Sunil Subbaiah | tax

Bangalore: There is no doubt that
hoclkey flows in Mohammad Maee-
muddin's veins.

Hailmg from a
hockey  plaving
family learning
the trick of the
stick wasn't a
tough task at all
for this strap-
ping2l-vear-old.
Today, Nase-
muddin (in pic)
iz a fierce fighter
when he stepsonto the pitch, terror-
wingrival targets withaplombin all
zollege and national tournaments.
On  Wednesday Naeemuddin
scoredabracetostesr Sri Bhagawan
Mahavesr Jain College to the Dr
[zanc Abraham memorial hockey
tournament title while topping the

poal-scorer chartswith 18 goals.
Like all voungsters, the lanky
atriker too nurtures the burning de-
zire to don the national colours, 1
want to don the national colours as
snon as possible, Twantto be in the
sanior team m the next six months
or =0, 1 am confident of a national
callup. I know my good perform-

e r—

ance all these vears will hald me in
oood stead,” he pointed.
MNaeemuddin, who 1= contracted
with HAL. grew up watching his fa-
ther Md Nasesruddin, a former HAL
forward, play inthe local leagues. Bui
he 1= not ready to end his hockey ca-
reer playving for the stateas hisfather
did. He 1= determined to go one step
further If inspiration is what Naee-

muddin iz after, henesdn tlook much
bevond his family his grandfather
having plaved in the loeal leagues
and his uncle Jani Mohideen repre-
senting India many decades bacl.

Following aseriesof good shows,
Masemuddinizs not ready to let com-
placency affect him. I will work
hard to achieve my dream. [ do my
regular field training at KSHA and
n the evening, I focus on my fit-
ness,"” said Naeemuddin, who start-
e hockey at the age of 10,

The Bangalorean, who hasrepre-
sented Karmataka inseveral Nation-
als junior andsenior, also featred
among the Indian probables for ju-
niors 2009 (17-18) and 2010 (1721 re-
spectively. Havingfailed tomake the
cut, the mercurial strikeriseagerio
make amenids this time around.
Resapl s Famal: SENL) Coblegps 3{ Charan 17, Nessniucl-
i34, 59) L A4 mesn PU College L (T Suresh 71,



